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WATERVILLE VALLEY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY IS ALIVE AND WELL!
Reggie Breeckner, WVHS President

July was a busy month for the Society. On July 1, we began the 
move into our new Headquarters in Town Square. We engaged 
WKH�VHUYLFHV�RI�$QQH�0RUJDQ��D�N�D�³$QQH�WKH�$UFKLYLVW�´�WR�ZRUN�
DV� RXU� UHVLGHQW�$UFKLYLVW�&RQVXOWDQW� IRU� IRXU� ZHHNV�� :LWK� KHU�
guidance, we were able to assess the entire portion of the Town’s 
collection housed in Town Hall, as well as catalog the majority 
of the collection, and train volunteers to carry on with the work. 

Anne also assisted us in our application for a Moose Plate Grant 
in the amount of $10,000. The Society purchased a computer and 
museum-quality software to catalog the collection and eventually 
make it possible for us to share access to our collection through 
an online museum. 

On July 19, the WV Recreation Department led an historical hike 
with a script provided by WVHS member, and resident historian, 
Preston Conklin. The hike was enjoyed by residents and visitors 
alike. Check the Rec’s website for future historical hikes. 

On July 25, the Society FR�KRVWHG�WKH�¿UVW�HYHU�%ORRG�'ULYH�LQ�
the Valley, with the Silver Streaks. The goal was for 20 pints… 
and we collected 31! THANK YOU, Waterville Valley!

UPCOMING EVENTS
 

2nd Annual Cellar Hole Hike
Sunday • 6 September • 10:00 AM

With Brenda and Preston Conklin
More info, contact: wvhistorybuffs@gmail.com 

Sunday • September 6  • 1:00–3:00 P M

3rd Annual “Getting to Know the Valley”
Visit us in Town Square, learn about the many organizations and 
businesses the Valley has to offer and meet the people behind them. 
We thank you in advance for wearing your masks as a courtesy to 
everyone attending. 

DO YOU KNOW?
In 1910 Waterville Valley had four parties listed on the 
Ballot... can you name them? There were also two questions 
to be voted on at the bottom of the Ballot... do you know 
what they were? Look for answers in the next Wig Wag. 

INSPIRES
waterville.com  |  1.800.GO.VALLEY

“There’s something about these obscure 
vignettes of former lives that’s very powerful. 

Our woods are full of old cellar holes, tumbled-
down chimneys, ancient scraggly lilacs absurdly 

tall still stretching toward the light.” 
—Leslie Land
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Reggie Breeckner, WVHS President

 
August kept us busy planning for our Annual Membership 
Meeting, using Zoom. It really is a whole new world! All in all, 
with a few minor technical glitches, we did have a successful 
meeting. The highlight of the meeting was a panel discussion 
on the newly released The Waterville Valley Guidebook, with 
accompanying slide show. The panelists included author Steve 
Smith with book contributors, society members, historians 
%UHQGD� DQG� 3UHVWRQ� &RQNOLQ�� DQG� :9� 5HFUHDWLRQ� 'LUHFWRU�
%URRNH�:DNH¿HOG�
 
On September 6, we hosted our �QG�$QQXDO�&HOODU�+ROH�+LNH� 
7KLV�\HDU��%UHQGD�DQG�3UHVWRQ�OHG�WZR�KLNHV��7KH�PRUQLQJ�EURXJKW�
��� KLNHUV�� 3UHVWRQ� OHG� ��� DQG� %UHQGD� OHG� ���� 7KH� DIWHUQRRQ�
brought four more hikers. The hikes were so well received that 
we are considering offering this hike more than just once a year. 

On the same day, Town Square was busy with our �UG�$QQXDO�
³*HWWLQJ�WR�.QRZ�WKH�9DOOH\�´ The day was beautiful and we 
had 13 organizations that participated. The Society sold the 
Waterville Valley Guidebook, as well as our new notecards with 
the Society’s logo (the Stone Tower, as drawn by local artist Deb 
Hurley). Thank you to all who participated and stopped by to 
visit. 

THIS MONTH’S HISTORY QUESTIONS: 
How many students were registered in School District 1, in 
the Town of Waterville, NH in the year 1873? Where was 
the school building located? 

__________

LAST MONTH’S HISTORY Q&A
In 1910, there were four parties listed on the ballot—
Republican, Democratic, Prohibition, and Socialist.

The two questions to be voted on at the bottom of the 
ballot were

Shall licenses for the sale of liquor be granted in this city or 
WRZQ� XQGHU� WKH� SURYLVLRQV� RI� ³$Q� $FW� WR� 5HJXODWH� WKH� 7UDI¿F�
in Intoxicating Liquor,” passed at the January session of the 
General Court, 1903? 

Is it expedient that a Convention be called to revise the 
Constitution? 
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REY CENTER SAYS GOODBYE TO 
RETIRING BOARD MEMBERS
Leah Elliot

The Rey Cultural Center wishes to thank two exiting directors for 
their focus and guidance of the Rey Cultural Center over many 
\HDUV�� )RUPHU�3UHVLGHQW�/\QQH�/DQGD� DQG�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�7LQD�
Koppel have supported our mission to honor the Reys’ spirit 
of curiosity and discovery by increasing understanding of, and 
participation in, the arts, sciences, nature, and literacy through 
programs for youth, adults, and families.

Together we continue to cultivate a welcoming environment that 
promotes a positive experience for the community we serve. We 
encourage diversity through programs that celebrate the human 
story and we promote all forms of the Arts in Waterville Valley. 

<RX� FDQ� ¿QG� ERWK� /\QQH� 	� 7LQD� RQ� WKH� WUDLOV� \HDU�URXQG� LQ�
Waterville Valley. Thank you both for your time and care!

News from the News from the 
Waterville Valley

HISTORICAL 
! SOCIETY " 

Reggie Breeckner and Jane McCaffrey are busy 
transporting historical artifacts to the soon-to-be 
+LVWRULFDO�6RFLHW\�.LRVN in Town Square, on the way 
WR�WKH�3RVW�2I¿FH

MORE NEWS FROM 
THE WATERVILLE VALLEY
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NOW HIRING
WINTER POSITIONS

waterville.com/employment
1.800.GO.VALLEY

ELEVATE YOUR

LIFEStyle

Reggie Breeckner, WVHS President 

I am happy to report that the “Little Museum at the End of the 
5RDG´�LV�QRZ�FRPSOHWH. Many thanks to new member Eric Paul, 
and longtime member Jane McCaffrey, and a special thank you 
to the housekeeping staff, who acted as our critics and were very 
accommodating with all of our comings and goings. 

Before his membership check had even been cashed, I enlisted 
Eric’s help to build a wall. With Eric’s expertise, a board purchased 
to create a shelf, and a few items that we repurposed, we had a blank 
slate on which to work. Jane and I went through our artifacts and 
came up with items that were representative of earlier fall seasons in 
Waterville Valley. We checked with historians Brenda and Preston 
Conklin, to verify information regarding the artifacts, and then put 
it all together. Our goal is to provide a new exhibit each season. 
7KH�GLVSOD\�LV�ORFDWHG�WR�WKH�ULJKW�RI�WKH�3RVW�2I¿FH��3OHDVH�VWRS�E\�
and see what we’ve done. If you have any interest in working on 
our next exhibit, please contact us at wvhistorybuffs@gmail.com. 

Before the Trolley went into hibernation for the season, we were able 
to offer three Historical Trolley Tours. Preston created the script, 
and Brenda, Preston, and our wonderful driver Al Tailby, did many 
practice runs. Tour Guides, Margaret Turner and Jane McCaffrey did 
a great job sharing our history, while practicing social distancing. 

Margaret went above and beyond with an impromptu rendition of 
some of Waterville’s early songs, to the delight of Town Square 
visitors. Next year, we will begin the Trolley Tours earlier and offer 
them throughout the Summer and Fall. We are also working to offer 
tours tailored to students at WVES — we believe it is important for 
our young people to know about the history of their town. 

The Society and the Silver Streaks will again co-host a Red 
Cross Blood Drive on Friday, November 6 from 2:00–6:00 pm in 
the Brookside Room in Town Square. To donate please contact 
the Red Cross at: redcrossblood.org�RU����������������

LAST MONTH’S QUESTION ANSWERED
In 1873, the school had four students, Nellie Wilbur, and 
John, George, and William Dolloff. There was no school 
building. Wages for male teachers were $16, $4 for female 
teachers. Wages were monthly and included board. The 
teacher in Waterville received no wages and the District 
contributed nothing for the support of the school.
 
THIS MONTH’S
QUESTION 
Do you know what 
this artifact is?
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UPDATE ON THE
RFK MEMORIAL CHAPEL
Birdie Britton

We want to update Wag readers on the progress that is being 
made with the plans for the RFK Memorial Chapel. Here is a bit 
of the history about the chapel in Waterville.

Fifty-three years ago, Tom Corcoran, President of Waterville 
Company and master developer of Waterville Valley, had a 
personal mission of building an interfaith chapel in memory of 
his close friend, Senator Robert F. Kennedy, who lost his life on 
June 6, 1968. It was to be called the Robert F. Kennedy Memorial 
Chapel. It never was accomplished.

The Robert F. Kennedy Chapel Committee was formed in 2019 
with the goal to realize Tom’s vision, as a tribute to Tom’s 
memory, as well as to Robert F. Kennedy. Members of the 
Chapel Committee are Birdie Britton, Tom Gross, Jack Sanders, 
Christine Corcoran Destefano, Katie Smith, Terry Roper, and 
Rob Wilson. 

At last spring’s Town Meeting, a presentation was made by Birdie 
Britton and Tom Gross and a warrant was put before the voters to 
allow the chapel to be built on land overlooking Corcoran Pond. 
A vote was held, and it was approved by the town’s voters.
The Committee then went to work to pick an architect. Erik 
Barth was chosen as the architect from a number of excellent 
applicants. Erik and his family have had a condo in the valley 
for many, many years. He has a very warm spot in his heart for 
the valley. Since being chosen, Erik has been working tirelessly.  
$IWHU�PDQ\�PRQWKV��KH�FDPH�XS�ZLWK�WKH�¿QDO�SODQ��ZKLFK�ZDV�
approved by the Committee. A survey of the land was done by 
Horizon, and a site test was performed by McPhail Associates to 
FRQ¿UP�WKDW�WKH�VLWH�ZDV�VXLWDEOH�IRU�EXLOGLQJ�

At the upcoming spring Town Meeting in March 2021, a warrant 
will again be put before voters to allow the chapel to be built 
on the designated parcel of land. The wording of the warrant 
is being worked on by the Chapel Committee and the Board of 
Selectman.

At the Town Budget Meeting on February 3 at 6:00 pm, there will 
be a short presentation to answer any questions residents may 
have about the project before the Town Meeting.

We have had many people express enthusiasm for the idea of a 
chapel in the valley. We are very much hoping that voters will 
continue to give us their support in March.

Reggie Breeckner, WVHS President 

$�YHU\�+DSS\�1HZ�<HDU� WR�DOO��0D\������EH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�JRRG�
health and happiness.
 

,�WKLQN�ZH�FDQ�DOO�DJUHH�WKDW������ZDV�D�\HDU�¿OOHG�ZLWK�FKDOOHQJHV��
I want to thank the people of Waterville Valley for dealing with 
Covid in such a caring and responsible manner. Thank you to 
our residents, guests, Town administrators, Board members, 
and employees, postal workers, the Resort and employees, our 
Elementary school staff, merchants and workers. Everyone came 
together, and with much creative thinking made it work. The 
past several months reminded me just how fortunate we are to 
be living here, our Valley truly is a special place. Respect and 
kindness live in Waterville Valley.

,I�\RX�¿QG�\RXUVHOI�ZLWK�D�FRRO��FOHDU�GD\��D�FRXSOH�RI�KRXUV��DQG�
no planned activities, I suggest you purchase the new Waterville 
Valley Guidebook, turn to page 205, and take the Town History 
Walk, followed by a stop in Town Square for a warm beverage. 
The walk was researched and scripted by our own historian, 
3UHVWRQ�&RQNOLQ��,I�\RX�¿QG�\RXUVHOI�LQ�D�VLPLODU�VLWXDWLRQ�RQ�D�
FROG��UDLQ\�GD\��,�VXJJHVW�OLJKWLQJ�D�¿UH��SRSSLQJ�VRPH�SRSFRUQ�
and pulling out the Guidebook to learn some local history and to 
plan your next hike, snowshoe or cross-country outing. 

7KH�6RFLHW\�MXVW�¿QLVKHG�RXU�second exhibit in our “Little Museum 
at the End of the Road.” It is located in the display window to the 
ULJKW�RI�WKH�3RVW�2I¿FH��:H�ZLOO�SURYLGH�D�QHZ�H[KLELW�ZLWK�HDFK�
VHDVRQ��2XU�¿UVW�H[KLELW�IRFXVHG�RQ�)DOO�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�IHDWXUHG�
ORFDO�DUWLIDFWV�DQG�SKRWRV��7KH�SUHVHQW�H[KLELW�ZDV�¿QLVKHG� WKH�
second week in December and is all about Winter activities. 

Winter is the time of year when the Society focuses on 
housekeeping chores. We are working on a Strategic 
Institutional Plan and will be reaching out to the community for 
your ideas. In the Spring, we will welcome back Anne Morgan, 
our archivist. She will be training volunteers in archiving and 
preservation methods, no experience required. If you would like 
to learn, please contact us at: wvhistorybuffs@gmail.com. 

NOVEMBER’S  QUESTION  ANSWERED
Does anyone recognize the artifact in the photo? Do 
you know what it is? This object came from the top 
of Mt Tecumseh. The Appalachian Mountain Club 
(AMC), placed these small metal containers on 
mountain peaks. The top can be unscrewed, and hikers 
who reached the mountain top could leave a note 
inside. In other words, geocaching has been around 
for a long time. Eventually, the AMC removed them 
because people were walking off with them. This one 
was given to the Goodrich family by the AMC. 

THIS  MONTH’S  HISTORY  QUESTION
,Q�ZKDW�\HDU�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�VNL�WUDLO�WR�WKH�WRS�RI�0W�7HFXPVHK�EXLOW"�
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Your home for
FITNESS • SWIMMING • RACQUET SPORTS

Your home for
FITNESS • SWIMMING • RACQUET SPORTS

News from the News from the 
Waterville Valley

HISTORICAL 
! SOCIETY " 
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“CHECKING” FOR INTEREST
IN ADULT HOCKEY

Rick Smith

I’m looking for some skaters and a couple of goalies to 
set up a weekly adult coed pick-up hockey game at the 
7RZQ�6TXDUH�DUHQD��1RWKLQJ�VHULRXV��MXVW�D�FKDQFH�WR�XVH�
different muscles, get the heart rate up and, as with all 
hockey, have some fun. Ice time is limited right now, 
so at this point I am just looking to gauge interest. If 
enough folks come forward, I will work with the rink on 
some options for ice time. Please send an email to Rick.
6PLWK�#FRPFDVW�QHW if interested. Thanks.

I think I’d miss you
HYHQ�LI�ZH�QHYHU�PHW�

— From the movie The Wedding Singer

– 6 – 
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Reggie Breeckner, WVHS President 

Keeping up with Tomorrow’s History
&DQ�\RX�EHOLHYH�ZLQWHU�LV�DOPRVW�KDOI�JRQH"�0\��KRZ�WLPH�ÀLHV��
0XFK� RI�P\� WLPH� ODWHO\� KDV� EHHQ� VSHQW� RQ� WKH� FRPSXWHU�ZLWK�
ORWV� RI� =RRP�PHHWLQJV�� 7KH� 6HOHFW� %RDUG�� 6FKRRO� %RDUG�� DQG�
3ODQQLQJ�%RDUG�KDYH�EHHQ�KRVWLQJ�PHHWLQJV� LQ�SUHSDUDWLRQ� IRU�
WKH�6FKRRO�DQG�7RZQ�(OHFWLRQV��DQG�WKH�7RZQ�0HHWLQJ�LQ�0DUFK��
Please keep informed and get out and vote. Lots of information 
can be found on the Town website at www.watervillevalley.org. 
You can also keep up on Valley news by attending the Waterville 
Valley Community Meeting, which is held every Tuesday at 
10:00 am, email Tsmith@waterville.com to receive your weekly 
invites.

Sharing Our Local History
7KH� 6RFLHW\� KDV� DOVR� EHHQ� NHHSLQJ� EXV\�� :H� MXVW� ¿QLVKHG� RXU�
¿UVW�TXDUWHUO\�newsletter of the year. Over the past few months, 
PHPEHU� /LQGD� &ROHPDQ� KDV� WDNHQ� RQ� WKH� WDVN� RI� FUHDWLQJ� DQG�
maintaining a fun, interesting, and informative site. Linda loves 
looking through our collection and searching for material to use on 
)DFHERRN� Please “friend” our page and give a thumbs up to Linda. 

Volunteers Needed for Archiving
2XU�$UFKLYLVW�&RQVXOWDQW�$QQH�0RUJDQ�ZLOO�EH�EDFN�WKLV�VSULQJ�
to continue cataloging our collection, and to begin with the 
important work of preserving our precious history. Anne will be 
training volunteers to continue her work. If you have any interest 
in becoming a member, or in working on any of our projects or 
committees, please contact us at wvhistorybuffs@gmail.com.   

JANUARY’S  QUESTION  &  ANSWER
,Q�ZKDW�\HDU�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�WUDLO�WR�WKH�WRS�RI�0W��7HFXPVHK�EXLOW"
,Q������WKH�¿UVW�VNL�WUDLO�WR�WKH�WRS�RI�0W�7HFXPVHK�ZDV�EXLOW��SULPDULO\�
E\�W\LQJ�WRJHWKHU�ROG�ORJJLQJ�URDGV��,Q������6HO�+DQQDK��DQ�HDUO\�SLRQHHU�
LQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�VNL�DUHD�SODQQLQJ��ZDV�KLUHG�E\�WKH�)RUHVW�6HUYLFH�WR�OD\�
RXW�D�JRRG�VNL�WUDLO�RQ�0W�7HFXPVHK��7KH�WUDLO�ZDV�FXW�E\�WKH�&LYLOLDQ�
&RQVHUYDWLRQ� &RUSV� LQ� ������ 7KLUW\� \HDUV� ODWHU�� LQ� ����±������ 7RP�
&RUFRUDQ�EURXJKW�+DQQDK�EDFN�WR�0W��7HFXPVHK�WR�OD\�RXW�WKH�WUDLO�DQG�
lift systems, which are still regarded among the best designed in the 
VNL�ZRUOG��7KH�0W��7HFXPVHK�VNL�DUHD�RSHQHG�RQ�'HFHPEHU�����������
It was an immediate success with the skiers, attracting 76,000 skiers in 
WKH�¿UVW�ZLQWHU��PRUH�WKDQ�DQ\�RWKHU�1HZ�+DPSVKLUH�VNL�DUHD��7KH�EDG�
QHZV�ZDV�WKDW�WKH�����\HDU�ROG�:DWHUYLOOH�,QQ�EXUQHG�ÀDW�GXULQJ�WKH�SHDN�
:DVKLQJWRQ¶V�%LUWKGD\�KROLGD\�SHULRG��7KH�¿UH�UHPRYHG�WKH�RQO\�SXEOLF�
accommodation in the Valley.

This answer was taken from The History of Waterville Valley, and with 
LQSXW�IURP�9DOOH\�³ROG�WLPHU´�DQG�PHPEHU�%UXFH��%HDU��$QGUHZ�

THIS  MONTH’S  HISTORY  QUESTION
,Q� ZKDW� \HDU� ZDV� WKH� :DWHUYLOOH� 9DOOH\� %ODFN� DQG� %OXH� 7UDLO�
6PDVKHUV�6NL�&OXE��DND�WKH�%%76��IRUPHG"

�
�
�
�
�

5HQWLQJ�1+�9DFDWLRQ�+RPHV�VLQFH�������

� ��������������� �
/RFDOO\�2ZQHG�	�2SHUDWHG�ZLWK�H[FHSWLRQDO�

.QRZOHGJH��([SHULHQFH�DQG�'HGLFDWLRQ��
7R�+HOS�5HQW�\RXU�:9�9DFDWLRQ�+RPH��

&RQWDFW�.DWK\�7RGD\��
NDWK\#DOOPRXQWDLQUHQWDOV�FRP�
ZZZ�DOOPRXQWDLQUHQWDOV�FRP�

´.DWK\�ZDV�YHU\�
SURIHVVLRQDOµ�
�3URSHUW\�2ZQHU�

�

�

��

�

�3URSHUW\�
2ZQHU�

mailto:Rick.Smith8@comcast.net
mailto:Rick.Smith8@comcast.net
https://www.plymouthfurnitureco.com/
http://www.watervillevalley.org
mailto:Tsmith@waterville.com
mailto:wvhistorybuffs@gmail.com
http://www.allmountainrentals.com
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�
�
�
�
�

5HQWLQJ�1+�9DFDWLRQ�+RPHV�VLQFH�������

� ��������������� �
/RFDOO\�2ZQHG�	�2SHUDWHG�ZLWK�H[FHSWLRQDO�

.QRZOHGJH��([SHULHQFH�DQG�'HGLFDWLRQ��
7R�+HOS�5HQW�\RXU�:9�9DFDWLRQ�+RPH��

&RQWDFW�.DWK\�7RGD\��
NDWK\#DOOPRXQWDLQUHQWDOV�FRP�
ZZZ�DOOPRXQWDLQUHQWDOV�FRP�

´.DWK\�ZDV�YHU\�
SURIHVVLRQDOµ�
�3URSHUW\�2ZQHU�

�

�

��

�

�3URSHUW\�
2ZQHU�

Reggie Breeckner, WVHS President 

Historical Society begins preservation project
Spring is just around the corner and the Society will have lots of 
VSULQJ�FOHDQLQJ�DQG�UHRUJDQL]LQJ�WR�GR�ZKHQ�ZH�¿QLVK�XQSDFNLQJ�
all of the boxes. Our preservation project has been made possible 
WKURXJK�D�1HZ�+DPSVKLUH�0RRVH�3ODWH�*UDQW��7KLV�JUDQW�SURJUDP�
LV�DGPLQLVWHUHG�E\�WKH�1HZ�+DPSVKLUH�6WDWH�/LEUDU\��D�GLYLVLRQ�RI�
the State’s Department of Cultural Resources, and is funded by the 
sale of Moose Conservation License Plates. We purchased $6,000 
of preservation supplies, which arrived in mid-February. Working 
under the tutelage of Anne the Archivist, we were able to begin 
the all-important job of preserving our Town’s Collection. All of 
our documents have been rehoused in acid-free boxes and folders. 
We have also begun the process of digitizing the Collection. When 
¿QLVKHG��RXU�&ROOHFWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�PXFK�PRUH�DFFHVVLEOH��

THIS  MONTH’S  HISTORY  QUESTION
In 1926 who purchased the 23,000 acres surrounding the Waterville 
Inn’s 509-acre tract of land? Who purchased the same parcel of land 
in 1928? 

FEBRUARY’S  QUESTION  &  ANSWER
In what year was the Waterville Valley Black and Blue Trail Smashers 
Ski Club (aka the BBTS), formed?

,Q�������WKH�%ODFN�DQG�%OXH�7UDLO�6PDVKHUV�6NL�&OXE�ZDV�IRUPHG��7KH�
%%76�LV�VWLOO�YHU\�PXFK�DOLYH��DQG�RQH�RI�WKH�ODUJHVW�DQG�PRVW�VXFFHVVIXO�
competitive ski clubs in the United States.

https://www.plymouthfurnitureco.com/
http://www.allmountainrentals.com
http://www.hammondWheeler.com
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QHZVSDSHU�HGLWRULDOV�� IRUFHG�WKH�3DUNHU�<RXQJ�3DSHU�&RPSDQ\�
WR�VHOO�LWV��������DFUHV�LQ������WR�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�*RYHUQPHQW��
to become part of the newly created White Mountain National 
Forest. Note: some of the above information was drawn from 
³+LVWRU\� RI�:DWHUYLOOH�9DOOH\�´� D� EULHI� �IRXU� SDJH�� SXEOLFDWLRQ�
FLUFXODWHG�LQ�WKH�����¶V��DXWKRU�XQNQRZQ��

THIS MONTH’S HISTORY QUESTION
Do you recognize the disks in this photo? Do you know what 
they were used for?  

Reggie Breeckner, WVHS President 

Waterville Valley Historical Society expands

In our March article, I talked about Spring cleaning and the 
delivery of $6,000 of preservation supplies. Well, with all of our 
new supplies and a donation of three large industrial shelving 
units, we found that our 9’x14’ space was becoming a little tight. 
,� VSRNH�ZLWK�$EE\�� RXU�7RZQ�6TXDUH� UHQWDO� DJHQW�� DQG�ZH� DUH�
PRYLQJ� LQWR� D� PXFK� ODUJHU� VXLWH� MXVW� GRZQ� WKH� KDOO� IURP� RXU�
SUHVHQW�VSDFH��2XU�QHZ�+HDGTXDUWHUV��DND�+4��VKRXOG�VHUYH�XV�
well until we are able to build our museum. 

,I� \RX� DUH� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� MRLQLQJ� WKH� 6RFLHW\�� QHZ�0HPEHUVKLS�
$SSOLFDWLRQV� DUH� DYDLODEOH� RQ� WKH� EXOOHWLQ� ERDUG� LQ� WKH� 3RVW�
2I¿FH��3UHVHQW�PHPEHUV�ZLOO�EH�UHFHLYLQJ�WKHLU�QHZ�DSSOLFDWLRQV�
in June, as our membership runs from August to August. We are 
asking our membership to get involved in the Society’s activities. 
2XU�QHZO\� IRUPHG�0XVHXP�&RPPLWWHH�ZLOO�PRYH� IRUZDUG� RQ�
the planning, funding, and construction of a museum building 
RQ�WKH�7RZQ�SURYLGHG�ODQG�DGMDFHQW�WR�WKH�2VFHROD�/LEUDU\��2XU�
6WUDWHJLF�3ODQQLQJ�&RPPLWWHH�LV�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�D�¿YH�\HDU�SODQ�IRU�
WKH�6RFLHW\��:H�DOVR�DLP�WR�LQFUHDVH�RXU�SUHVHQW�%RDUG�IURP�VHYHQ�
to nine members. If any of these opportunities are of interest to 
you, please contact us at wvhistorybuffs@gmail.com.  

MARCH’S  HISTORY  QUESTION
In 1926, who purchased the 23,000 acres that surrounded the 
Waterville Inn’s 509-acre tract of land? Who purchased the 
same parcel of land in 1928?

ANSWER: Nathaniel Greeley arrived in the Valley in 1830 
DQG� EXLOW� D� VPDOO� FDELQ�� +H� OHIW� WR� PDUU\� 1DQF\� :\PDQ� RI�
&KDWKDP��1+��DQG�EURXJKW�KHU�EDFN�E\�R[� WHDP� WR� VHWWOH�KHUH�
WKH�QH[W�VSULQJ��+LV�HSLWDSK�VWDWHV�³1DWKDQLHO�*UHHOH\��6HWWOHG�LQ�
:DWHUYLOOH��$SULO������´��2YHU�WKH�\HDUV��KH�WXUQHG�IURP�JURZLQJ�
crops to providing lodging for summer vacationers. Greeley 
JUDGXDOO\� DFTXLUHG� WKH�SURSHUWLHV� RI� QHLJKERULQJ�KRPHVWHDGHUV�
who pulled up stakes and left town. Altogether, he accumulated 
����DFUHV�RQ�WKH�YDOOH\�ÀRRU��,Q�������KH�EXLOW�DQ�LQQ��ZKLFK�ZDV�
later named the Waterville Inn. This Inn was in use until it was 
GHVWUR\HG�E\�¿UH�LQ�������

%\�WKH�ODWH�����¶V�DQG�HDUO\�����¶V��WKH�����DFUHV�ZHUH�GHYRWHG�
entirely to the needs of summer vacationers, while the surrounding 
23,000 acres were controlled by large paper companies. Their 
logging operations resulted in the devastation of the forest, 
DV� ZHOO� DV� WHUULI\LQJ� IRUHVW� ¿UHV�� ,Q� ������ WKH� 3DUNHU�<RXQJ�
3DSHU�&RPSDQ\�SXUFKDVHG�WKH��������DFUHV��7KHLU�SODQ�ZDV� WR�
build a logging railroad into the Valley to expedite its logging 
operations. Environmentalists and public opinion, backed by 

�
�
�
�
�

5HQWLQJ�1+�9DFDWLRQ�+RPHV�VLQFH�������

� ��������������� �
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APRIL’S ANSWER
These numbered disks were for old windows. You would attach 
one to the outside of the window frame, and the corresponding 
QXPEHU� WR� WKH� VFUHHQ� RU� VWRUP�ZLQGRZ� WKDW� ¿W� WKDW� SDUWLFXODU�
window. When you took them off for the change of season you 
could easily match them up later on. These photos are courtesy of 
Jerauld and Sara Adams.

THIS MONTH’S HISTORY QUESTION
:KDW�\HDU�ZDV�:DWHUYLOOH¶V�¿UVW�/LEUDU\�IRXQGHG��ZKHUH�ZDV�
LW�ORFDWHG��DQG�ZKR�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�/LEUDULDQ"

Reggie Breeckner, WVHS President 

New “Digs” for Historical Society
Moving day for the Society went off without a hitch, thanks to the 
efforts of our wonderful volunteers. We also had the help of Andy 
and Kevin from the Town Square Crew who moved our two large 
upright cabinets. In one day, we were able to get everything out 
of our little 9' x 12' space and moved into our new spacious suite. 
We now have a dedicated collection room, and a separate work 
room. The work room gives us space both to work on, and to 
store, all of our preservation supplies. We are very happy with 
our new digs. 

Please stop by and take a look at our “Little Museum at the End 
RI� WKH�5RDG�´� ,W� LV� ORFDWHG� WR� WKH� ULJKW�RI� WKH�3RVW�2I¿FH��2XU�
Spring exhibit contains antique dolls and doll furniture, as well as 
some family photos on loan from the Scribner Family Collection. 
There are also some old-time photos from our Town’s collection, 
LQFOXGLQJ�D�SKRWR�RI�WKH�VWXGHQWV�IURP�WKH�¿UVW�JUDPPDU�VFKRRO�
in Plymouth, 1898.

Historical Tours by Trolley Resume
This summer the Society will once again offer Historical Trolley 
Tours, if you have any interest in becoming a Tour guide, please 
contact us at wvhistorybuffs@gmail.com. Brenda and Preston 
will again be leading their much acclaimed “Cellar Hole Hike.” 
Stay tuned for dates and times. 

A little history for you to ponder…
Did you know that our Town was originally named Waterville 
LQ� WKH� ����V"� � 3RVW� 2I¿FH� PDLO� JRW� FRQIXVHG� ZLWK� PDLO� IRU�
Waterville, Maine and Waterville, Vermont. In 1967, the Town’s 
name was changed to Waterville Valley, which made sense due to 
the increased mail associated with the new ski area. 

APRIL’S HISTORY QUESTION
'LG�\RX�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�GLVNV�LQ�WKH�SKRWRV�LQ�ODVW�PRQWK¶V�Wig 
Wag?�'R�\RX�NQRZ�ZKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�XVHG�IRU"

Grocery & Convenience • Beer & Wine
M–TH 8:00–8:00 • FRI & SAT 8:00–10:00 • SUN 8:00–6:00

(603) 236-8662 • JugtownCountryStore.com
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Reggie Breeckner, WVHS President

Following is what we are up to:

Digitizing Our Postcard Collection
0HPEHU�%URRNH�&ODUNVRQ�KDV�EHHQ�KDUG�DW�ZRUN�VFDQQLQJ�RXU�
extensive postcard collection and entering it into our database. 

Trolley Tours
Historians Preston and Brenda Conklin, and driver 
extraordinaire Al Tailby, conducted two Trolley Tour Guide 
training sessions in June in preparation for our upcoming 
Trolley Tours. Several members are now ready to share some 
history with you.

Cellar Hole Hikes
We have had so many positive reviews of the Conklins’ Cellar 
Hole Hikes that Brenda and Preston are working with Brooke 
DQG�7\OHU� IURP� WKH�5HF�'HSDUWPHQW� WR� RIIHU� WKH� KLNHV� RQ� D�
UHJXODU�EDVLV��3OHDVH�FKHFN�WKH�5HF�'HSDUWPHQW¶V�ZHEVLWH�IRU�
dates and times.

Annual Meeting
:H�KDYH�D�GDWH�IRU�RXU�$QQXDO�0HHWLQJ��ZKLFK�,�DP�KDSS\�WR�
DQQRXQFH�ZLOO�EH�LQ�SHUVRQ��RQ�WKH�0RXQWDLQ��7KH�5HVRUW�KDV�
offered us the use of the Freestyle Lounge and outdoor space. 
It will be a little different this year with a “Bring a potluck 
meal” to be shared by all, a presentation with surprise guest(s), 
DQG�RXU�$QQXDO�0HHWLQJ�ZLWK� WKH� HOHFWLRQ�RI� RI¿FHUV��0RUH�
information will follow.

Support Our Work — Become a Member
0HPEHUVKLS�LV�UHQHZDEOH�HYHU\�$XJXVW��7KH�FRVW�IRU�D�)DPLO\�
0HPEHUVKLS�LV������:H�SUHVHQWO\�KDYH�RYHU�����PHPEHUV�DQG�
ZH�DUH�VWLOO�JURZLQJ��0HPEHUVKLS�DSSOLFDWLRQV�ZLOO�EH�LQ�WKH�
mail shortly and are also available on our website, at the Post 
2I¿FH��DQG�DW�7RZQ�+DOO��1HZ�PHPEHUV�DUH�DOZD\V�ZHOFRPH��
Please feel free to reach out to us at wvhistorybuffs@gmail.
com with any questions.

Upcoming Events:
July

Exhibit�²�³7KH�/LWWOH�0XVHXP�DW�WKH�(QG�RI�WKH�5RDG´
    In Town Square
Historical Trolley Tours�²�'DWHV�DQG�WLPHV�WR�EH�DQQRXQFHG�

August 15 • 1:00–4:00 pm�²�$QQXDO�0HHWLQJ�DQG�6RFLDO�_�
����2Q�WKH�0RXQWDLQ
September 5 • 10:00 am & 1:00 pm — Cellar Hole Hikes with  
    Brenda and Preston
September 5, 1:00–3:00 pm — “Getting to Know the Valley”

JUNE’S HISTORY QUESTION
Do you know what “Waterville’s Folly” refers to, where it is 
located, and the story behind it? 

JUNE’S ANSWER: A folly is a structure that is decorative 
rather than practical. “Waterville’s Folly” is the Stone Tower, 
also known as the Buckley Tower. It is located on Stone Tower 
/DQH��:DWHUYLOOH¶V� ¿UVW� VXPPHU� YDFDWLRQ� FRWWDJH� ZDV� EXLOW� LQ�
������5HY��'U�� -DPHV�0�%XFNOH\�ZDV� D� VXPPHU� UHVLGHQW�ZKR�
built Waterville’s third summer cottage in 1877, and built the 
tower in 1880 on property adjacent to his home. Rev. Buckley 
was born in 1836, ordained in 1859, and by 1880 was pastor of 
WKH�ODUJHVW�0HWKRGLVW�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��LQ�%URRNO\Q��
1<��:KHQ�DVNHG�ZK\�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�KH�EXLOW�D�UXLQ��'U�%XFNOH\�
reportedly said “every man has a queer streak, and this is mine.” 
He also said that Waterville had everything but a ruin, and he built 
it to provide work for the unemployed. The Tower property was 
WUDQVIHUUHG� WR� WKH�7RZQ� LQ������E\�5HJLQD�DQG�5RQDOG�'R\OH��
who owned the land and adjacent home at the time. 

Because the Tower is a unique feature of Waterville Valley, the 
Historical Society uses an image of the tower (that was created 
E\� ORFDO� DUWLVW� DQG� PHPEHU� 'HERUDK� +XUOH\�� RQ� RXU� QHZVOHWWHUV��
stationery and the note cards that we sell, to fund some of our projects. 

THIS MONTH’S HISTORY QUESTION
Do you know what Mt. Tecumseh was called on an 1860 map? 
:KR�SXEOLVKHG�WKH�PDS�DQG�ZKHUH�GLG�LW�¿UVW�DSSHDU"

    

“I wisely started with a map.”
ʊ�-�5�5��7RONLHQ
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UPCOMING EVENTS:
For the months of July and August the Society will be hosting 

Historical Trolley Tours • Sundays • 10:00 am & 2:00* pm
Departs from Town Square Trolley Stop
*Please note that on 15 August there will be no afternoon Tour.

AUG 15: Historical Society Annual Meeting • 1:00–4:00 pm
Base Lodge at the Mountain - Freestyle Lounge
All are welcome! The afternoon’s activities will begin with 
a Social Time and Snack. Please bring a sweet or savory 
¿QJHU�IRRG�VQDFN�WR�VKDUH��7KH�6RFLHW\�ZLOO�SURYLGH�DVVRUWHG�
beverages. Following the Social, our keynote speaker Nat 
Scrimshaw will talk about the trails of Waterville Valley 
and surrounding areas. We will end the day with our Annual 
0HHWLQJ�DQG�(OHFWLRQ�RI�2I¿FHUV�

AUG 18–31: Anne the Archivist will be back in Town
Anne will continue her work training members to use the large 
variety of preservation materials we purchased with our Moose 
Plate Grant. Please stop by our headquarters and say hello.

SEPT 5: 3rd Annual Cellar Hole Hike • 10:00 am & 1:00 pm
Meet at parking lot pull-off at jct. of Rt 49 and Upper Mad River Rd.
Brenda and Preston Conklin will lead this 3-mile hike, which  
should last 2.5 hours, depending on questions. It will feature a 
visit to the original Waterville Cemetery, and stops at homesites 
of some of Waterville’s earliest settlers. Hikers should bring 
their own water and wear comfortable shoes.

6(37������WK�$QQXDO�³*HWWLQJ�WR�.QRZ�WKH�9DOOH\´���������������pm 
Town Square 
Meet and greet members of the many organizations and 
businesses that live in Waterville Valley. The Society’s new 
caps and notecards will be available to purchase, and we will 
be happy to show off our new headquarters, located on the 
second level in Town Square.

JULY’S HISTORY QUESTION & ANSWER
Do you know what Mt. Tecumseh was called on the 1860 
PDS"�:KR�SXEOLVKHG�WKH�PDS�DQG�ZKHUH�GLG�LW�¿UVW�DSSHDU"

Arnold Guyot labeled Mt. Tecumseh as Waterville Mountain. 
Mount Osceola was shown as Mad River Peak. The source 
of the names Mt. Tecumseh and Mt. Osceola is uncertain. 
The Indian leaders Tecumseh and Osceola were well known 
in the 1870s, but neither one of them came from this part of 
the country.

THIS MONTH’S HISTORY QUESTION
Within the Town’s collection is a branding iron that was 
the property of an early homeowner in the Valley. Who 
did it belong to, and what was it used for?  HINT: It was 
featured in one of the Society’s earlier exhibits.
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Reggie Breeckner, WVHS President

NHEC Foundation Grant Supports Oral Histories
The end of June brought some glad tidings from the New 
Hampshire Electric Co-op Foundation. The Society applied 
for a grant to fund our “Oral Histories of the Valley” project... 
and we were awarded $2,000! This money will allow us to 
purchase the equipment needed to produce high quality video 
interviews with our local “old timers”, descendants of some of 
the Valley’s original residents, and folks who were part of the 
earlier days of our Valley. The equipment has been ordered, 
DQG�ZH�SODQ�WR�VWDUW�¿OPLQJ�WKLV�VXPPHU��,I�\RX�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�
in joining our oral histories team (no experience necessary), 
please contact us at: wvhistorybuffs@gmail.com. Many thanks 
to the NHEC Foundation, who funded this project courtesy of 
members who participate in the Round-Up Program, and have 
their monthly electric bill rounded up to the nearest dollar. 
As recipients of this program, we encourage you to consider 
participating in the Round-Up Program. For more information, 
visit www.nhec.com/round-up-program. 

Blood Drive a Success
July started off strong with the Society’s Third Red Cross 
Blood Drive. Our very generous donors gave a total of 20 units 
of much needed blood and were rewarded with Red Cross 
Baseball Caps. Thanks both to our donors and our Society 
volunteers for making the drive a success.

New Exhibit
We now have a new exhibit at “The Little Museum at the End 
RI� WKH�5RDG´��PDQ\�RI� WKH�SLHFHV� LQ� WKH� H[KLELW� DUH�RQ� ORDQ�
from the Nat Scrimshaw Collection, and feature some very 
old maps, the tools used to create the maps, along with some 
nineteenth century trail signs. Please visit the Exhibit in the 
GLVSOD\�ZLQGRZ�WR�WKH�ULJKW�RI�WKH�3RVW�2I¿FH�

Take a Sunday Trolley Tour Through History
,Q�PLG�-XO\�ZH� RIIHUHG� RXU� ¿UVW�+LVWRULFDO�7UROOH\�7RXUV� RI�
the year. Many thanks to driver Al and to our guides Randy, 
Jane, Tina and Jim. We will continue to offer Tours every 
Sunday throughout the summer. Take the scenic ride around 
WKH�9DOOH\�ÀRRU�DQG�OHDUQ�DERXW�RXU�9DOOH\¶V�KLVWRU\��7KH�WRXU�
is free to all, and takes approximately one hour. Donations are 
gratefully accepted.

Annual Meeting
August will bring our Annual Membership Meeting. All are 
welcome! We encourage you to come and bring a guest, meet 
and greet our Board and many members, enjoy some snacks, 
listen to our speaker, and learn about our Society. More 
information below.

“History is not a burden on the memory 
EXW�DQ�LOOXPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VRXO�´

ʊ�John Dalberg-Acton

http://www.nhec.com/round-up-program
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Reggie Breeckner, WVHS President

UPDATES FOR HISTORY BUFFS
On Sunday, August 15, we started the day with another 
successful Trolley Tour. Later that day, as we were making 
last-minute preparations for our Annual Meeting at the 
Freestyle Lounge, we had a visit from Murphy (you know, 
the guy famous for the Law named after him). I had just put 
two pans of my “world famous buffalo chicken pie” (maybe a 
slight exaggeration) into the oven, and we lost power. Oh well, 
up to the mountain to set up. There was no power there either, 
soooo we decided to move the meeting outside. With the help 
of the Board, Society members, and a few others that we 
drafted into service, we moved picnic tables and chairs outside 
for the meeting. Thankfully, the weather was wonderful. 

We began with a Meet, Greet, and Eat with all sorts of sweet 
and savory snacks provided by our members and the Board. 
Over 50 members and guests were in attendance. Next, our 
guest speaker Nat Scrimshaw, without the advantage of his 
planned PowerPoint presentation, shared some of our Valley’s 
early history. Did you know that in the 1860s, Waterville had 
WKH�¿UVW�KLNLQJ� WUDLO� V\VWHP�LQ� WKH�1RUWKHDVW"�'LG�\RX�NQRZ�
that Waterville Valley was one place where a true system of 
hiking trails was built before the Civil War? Many thanks to 
Nat for telling us about the important part that our little town 
played in the early days of trail development. 

Power was restored, and after Nat’s presentation, we all picked 
up our chairs and moved inside for our Annual Report and 
(OHFWLRQ�RI�2I¿FHUV��7KH�%RDUG�VKDUHG�RXU�DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�
over the past year and our visions for the future. Our present 
Board members agreed to serve for another year, and Jim 
'XQQ�ZDV� QRPLQDWHG� DQG� HOHFWHG� WR�¿OO� WKH� ODVW� RSHQLQJ� RQ�
our Board.

WVHS 2021-2022  Board of Directors:
President ................................................................................... Reggie Breeckner
Vice President .......................................................................Susan Scrimshaw
Treasurer ...................................................................................................Lori Horton
Secretary ...................................................................................................Reva Gertel
Members at Large ..................................Jim Dunn, Beth Goldsmith,

Charles Hastings, Rich Rita, and Rob Wilson

UPCOMING EVENTS—EVENTS

SEPT 5: 3rd Annual Cellar Hole Hike • 10:00 am & 1:00 pm
with Brenda and Preston Conklin
Meet at the parking lot pull-off at the junction of Rt 49 and 
Upper Mad River Road.

SEPT 5: Fourth Annual “Getting to Know the Valley”
Town Square • 1:00 – 3:00 pm
Meet and greet members of the many organizations and 
businesses in and around Waterville Valley.

AUGUST’S HISTORY QUESTION & ANSWER
Within the Town’s collection is a branding iron that was the 
property of an early homeowner in the Valley. Who did it 
belong to, and what was it used for? 

The branding iron was the property of Harry C. Fabyan. He 
used it to brand his property. Our collection has many pieces 
that have the Fabyan brand.

THIS MONTH’S HISTORY QUESTION
From 1912–1932 what three men known as Waterville trail 
EXLOGHUV�XQL¿HG�WKH�:KLWH�0RXQWDLQ�WUDLO�V\VWHP"

“By all these lovely tokens September days are here,
With summer’s best of weather
And autumn’s best of cheer.”

²�+HOHQ�+XQW�-DFNVRQ

www.wvwigwag.com
mailto:info@wvwigwag.com
https://tinyurl.com/y96v9b8m
https://tinyurl.com/y8u3bbwy
https://tinyurl.com/y8u3bbwy
http://www.wvwigwag.com
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Reggie Breeckner, WVHS President

A VERY BUSY SEPTEMBER
September was another busy month for the Society. September 
5 was a crazy, busy day with three separate events. 
Trolley Tour
The day started off with the Sunday morning Trolley Tour. Our 
guides, along with our ever faithful driver, traveled the Valley 
ÀRRU��UHJDOLQJ�ORFDOV�DQG�YLVLWRUV�DOLNH�ZLWK��LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�
the early years in our town. They shared the names of the 
mountains that surround our Valley and talked about the origins 
of those names.  They also pointed out some of the Valley’s 
earliest residences and the sites of others that are no longer 
there, showed off our ruin, and talked about the monument 
dedicated to the one armed man. As if that wasn’t enough, they 
brought history to life sharing old photos from our glass slide 
collection, including one featuring the old bowling saloon.

Annual Cellar Hole Hike
Meanwhile, across town, our historians Brenda and Preston, 
guided hikers on the third edition of our ever-popular Annual 
Cellar Hole Hike. The hike includes stops at the old Waterville 
cemetery, and cellar holes of some of the Valley’s earliest 
settlers. Our Valley has a very interesting history, and we are 
doing our best to share it with anyone who will listen.

Fourth Annual Getting to Know the Valley
Later that day we hosted our Fourth Annual “Getting to Know 
the Valley”, where several of our Town’s organizations and 
businesses were given the opportunity to make people aware of 
their presence in the Valley -- who they are, and what they do. 

OCTOBER HOUSEKEEPING
October will be a month of housekeeping for the Society. We 
have a newsletter to put together, a new exhibit to create for 
RXU�³/LWWOH�0XVHXP�DW� WKH�(QG�RI� WKH�5RDG´��GDWD�HQWU\�DQG�
preservation work, oral histories to record, new programs 
to develop and lots more. If you have any interest in getting 
involved in any way, please contact us. No weekly or monthly 
commitment is required, whatever time you can spare is 
gratefully accepted. Contact us at wvhistorybuffs@gmail.com.

SEPTEMBER’S HISTORY QUESTION & ANSWER
From 1912 to 1932 what three men known as Waterville trail 
EXLOGHUV�XQL¿HG�WKH�:KLWH�0RXQWDLQ�WUDLO�V\VWHP"

1912-1932 Paul R. Jenks, Charles W. Blood, and Nathaniel 
Goodrich (Waterville trail builders) unify the White 
Mountains trail system.
 
“It was in Waterville around the turn of the century that a 
\RXQJ�WULR�RI�DUGHQW�PRXQWDLQHHUV�¿UVW�WDVWHG�WKH�DWWUDFWLRQV�

of trailwork: Paul R. Jenks, Charles W. Blood, and Nathaniel 
Goodrich (A.L.’s son). Remember those names: in future 
years Jenks, Blood, and Goodrich became the most active 
and skilled triumvirate of trailsmen in the entire Northeast.” 

6285&(�� :DWHUPDQ�� *X\�� :DWHUPDQ�� /DXUD�� ³)RUHVW� DQG� &UDJ´� *UHHQ�
0RXQWDLQ�&OXE��,QF���.LQGOH�(GLWLRQ

THIS MONTH’S HISTORY QUESTION
'R�\RX�UHFRJQL]H�WKLV�EXLOGLQJ"�'R�\RX�NQRZ�ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�
EXLOW��RU�WKH�\HDU�DQG�ZKDW�DFW�RI�QDWXUH�FDXVHG�LWV�GHPLVH"�

www.wvwigwag.com
mailto:info@wvwigwag.com
https://tinyurl.com/y96v9b8m
https://tinyurl.com/y8u3bbwy
https://tinyurl.com/y8u3bbwy
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mailto:wvhistorybuffs@gmail.com
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Reggie Breeckner, WVHS President

&DQ�\RX�EHOLHYH�LW¶V�1RYHPEHU�DOUHDG\"�2FWREHU�MXVW�ÀHZ�E\�� 
Trolley Tour

On October 6, we did a Trolley Tour for the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 
5th graders of WVES. Driver Al, and Guides Jim and Reggie 
were delighted to share the Valley’s history with our 23 young 
historians. We had fun at the Stone Tower where the children were 
challenged to decipher the coded name of the Tower. Can you do 
it? We ended the Tour with a stop at our “Little Museum at the End 
of the Road”, where we had more than one comment about the 
“creepy dolls” (actually antique dolls, featured in our last exhibit). 

Our last Trolley Tour of the year was held October 10, and 
Tour Guides Tina and Reva shared our history with 20 guests. 
The Trolley is now in hibernation until spring. Look for the 
start of our Tours sometime next June, when we will once 
again share with you a little bit of Waterville Valley’s history.   

5L^�,_OPIP[
Check out the new Exhibit at our “Little Museum”.  Most of the 
exhibit’s pieces are on loan from Jerauld and Sara Adams. The 
Adams family own the home on the hill that was built by H.C. 
Fabyan. Judge Fabyan left behind a plethora of memorabilia. 
The Society’s collection has several pieces from Judge Fabyan 
WKDW�ZHUH�GRQDWHG�E\�WKH�/RUHQ]�IDPLO\��WKH�VHFRQG�RZQHUV�RI�
the Fabyan cottage) and have been featured in previous exhibits.

Digital Newsletter
Our quarterly newsletter has gone out, so check your inbox. 
Also you can visit watervillevalleyhistory.org for Society 
news. We are looking for volunteers for our Programs 
Committee to plan and develop new programs. Reach out to 
us at wvhistorybuffs@gmail.com.

6*;6),9»:�/0:;69@�8<,:;065��(5:>,9
Do you recognize this building? Do you know when it was 
built, or the year and what act of nature caused its demise? 

This was the two-lane bowling alley building known as the 
Bowling Saloon. It was built in 1860 and collapsed under a 
snowfall in 1903. 

;/0:�465;/»:�/0:;69@�8<,:;065
:KR�EXLOW�WKH�¿UVW�,QQ�LQ�:DWHUYLOOH�9DOOH\��ZKHUH�ZDV�LW�
located, how long did it stand, and what caused its demise?

mailto:info@wvwigwag.com
https://tinyurl.com/y96v9b8m
https://tinyurl.com/y8u3bbwy
https://tinyurl.com/y8u3bbwy
http://www.watervillevalleyhistory.org
mailto:wvhistorybuffs@gmail.com
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Reggie Breeckner, WVHS President
My goodness, where did November go? The shorter days with 
OHVV�GD\OLJKW�VHHP�WR�OHVVHQ�P\�SURGXFWLYH�KRXUV��WRR�PDQ\�WDVNV�
with not enough hours to complete them. 

PSU Intern
7KH�6RFLHW\� LV� JHWWLQJ� VRPH�PXFK�QHHGHG�KHOS� E\�ZD\�RI� RXU�
QHZ�LQWHUQ�IURP�368��6\GQH\�EHJDQ�ZRUN�ZLWK�XV�LQ�1RYHPEHU��
6KH�LV�SUHVHQWO\�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�RXU�³/LWWOH�0XVHXP¶V´�QH[W�H[KLELW��
ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�UHDG\�IRU�YLHZLQJ�DW� WKH�HQG�RI�-DQXDU\��6\GQH\�
ZLOO�DOVR�EH�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�RXU�2UDO�+LVWRU\�FUHZ��GRFXPHQWLQJ�IRU�
SRVWHULW\�VRPH�RI�WKH�PDQ\�VWRULHV�RI�RXU�9DOOH\¶V�³ROG�WLPHUV´���

New Brochure
Our new brochures (hot off the presses) are available at the 
:HOFRPH�&HQWHU�DQG�WKH�3RVW�2I¿FH��3OHDVH�VWRS�E\�DQG�SLFN�RQH�
XS����WKH�ROG�SKRWRV�DUH�ZRQGHUIXO��,I�\RX�DUH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�+ROLGD\�
JLIW� LGHDV�� ZH� KDYH�:9+6� QRWHFDUGV�� DUWZRUN� E\� ORFDO� DUWLVW�
'HE�+XUOH\��DQG�:9+6�KDWV�ZLWK�RXU�IDPHG�7RZHU�ORJR��7KH\�
DUH�DYDLODEOH�DW�'UHDPV�DQG�9LVLRQV��<RX�FDQ�DOVR�FRQWDFW�XV�DW�
wvhistorybuffs@gmail.com , and we will arrange for pick up. 

NOVEMBER’S HISTORY QUESTION
:KR� EXLOW� WKH� ¿UVW� ,QQ� LQ�:DWHUYLOOH� 9DOOH\�� ZKHUH� ZDV� LW�
ORFDWHG��KRZ�ORQJ�GLG�LW�VWDQG��DQG�ZKDW�FDXVHG�LWV�GHPLVH"

7KH�¿UVW�,QQ�LQ�:DWHUYLOOH�9DOOH\��WKH�7RZQ�ZDV�WKHQ�FDOOHG�
Waterville) was built in 1860 by Nathaniel Greeley and his 
two sons Merrill and Henry. We usually refer to that “Inn” 
as the Waterville Hotel, but back in the day it was known as 
“Greeley’s Hotel”. It was located in the woods near the tee 
for the 8th hole of the Golf Course. The hotel only stood for 
a year; it burned down in June of 1861, just prior to opening 
for its second summer season. A new, smaller, hotel was built 
in 1868 by Nathaniel and his son Merrill; it was known as 
“Greeley’s Mountain House.” The building was attached to 
WKH�*UHHOH\�IDPLO\�KRPH�DQG�ZDV�ORFDWHG�ZKHUH�WKH�WDOO�ÀDJ�
poles presently stand near the tennis courts. 

THIS MONTH’S HISTORY QUESTIONS
:KR�ZDV�$UQROG�'UDNH"�:KHQ�GLG�KH�FRPH�WR�WKH�9DOOH\"�
:KDW�GLG�KH�EXLOG�LQ�������DQG�UHEXLOG�ZKHQ�LW�EXUQHG�LQ�
����"�:KDW�ERG\�RI�ZDWHU�LV�QDPHG�IRU�KLP"

WVES STUDENT ORGANIZES FUNDRAISER
Mike Furgal

Murphy Jane (MJ) Knight, a 7th grader at the Waterville Valley 
(OHPHQWDU\�6FKRRO��KDG�D�JUHDW� LGHD� IRU�D�FRPPXQLW\�HYHQW��D�
presentation of a popular ski movie, just in time for ski season. 
:KDW�HQVXHG�ZDV�D�JUDGXDWH�OHYHO�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�HYHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��
:LWK� VRPH� JXLGDQFH�� VKH� FRQWDFWHG� )DFWLRQ� 6NLV� WR� VHH� LI� VKH�
could show their movie, Roots. They agreed, provided it was for 
a fundraising event. Next, she contacted the Waterville Valley 
5HVRUW�WR�VHH�LI�WKH\�ZRXOG�EH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�KHOS�KRVW�WKH�PRYLH�DW��
MJ was put in touch with Jamie Cobbett, who coordinates events, 
DQG�GHFLGHG�WKDW� WKH�)UHHVW\OH�/RXQJH�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�EHVW�SODFH�
for the showing. Next up, she contacted Darrell Fernandes, the 
president of the Waterville Valley Foundation, to see if she could 
ERUURZ� WKH� SURMHFWRU� DQG� WKH� VFUHHQ� XVHG� IRU� WKH�)RXQGDWLRQ¶V�
Movies on the Mountain series.

With all this in place she was almost ready, but she needed to make 
LW�D�IXQGUDLVHU��+HUH�LV�KRZ�LW�FDPH�WR�EH��LQ�0-¶V�RZQ�ZRUGV�

7HOO�XV�DERXW�\RXU�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�VNLLQJ
I started skiing when I was three years old. My family rented for 
D�VHDVRQ�DW�6XJDUEXVK�DQG�WKDW¶V�ZKHUH�,�¿UVW�OHDUQHG�WR�VNL��$IWHU�
that, we rented at Loon for two winters, and my brother and I raced 
for the Prospect Hill ski team out of Blue Hills in our hometown of 
Milton. My brother decided he wanted to do Freestyle, so we joined 
BBTS, where I started as a Mitey Mite. After one year of Mitey 
Mites, I joined the BBTS Freestyle Team which is where I still ski. I 
will be going to Waterville Valley Academy this winter for a winter 
WHUP��DQG�WKLV�ZLOO�EH�P\�¿UVW�\HDU�RQ�WKH�³$´�0RJXO�WHDP��,¶OO�DOVR�
compete in slopestyle and rail jam events. I like both a lot!  

+RZ�GLG�\RX�KHDU�DERXW�)DFWLRQ�VNLV"
When I started freestyle, I really loved watching Kelly Sildaru in 
the X Games. She had some really amazing runs, and she skied on 
Faction skis. 

+RZ�GLG�\RX�KHDU�DERXW�WKH�PRYLH"
They posted something on Instagram about letting people use their 
movie for a fundraiser and I thought that was pretty cool.  

+RZ�GLG�\RX�FRPH�XS�ZLWK�WKH�LGHD�WR�PDNH�D�IXQGUDLVHU�E\�
VKRZLQJ�WKH�PRYLH"

,� ZDV� H[FLWHG� DERXW� WKH�PLGGOH� VFKRRO� WULS� DQG�ZDQWHG� WR� ¿JXUH�
out some way to raise money for the trip. When I saw that post on 
Instagram, I thought it would be a great way to raise money.  

+RZ�PDQ\�SHRSOH�FDPH�RXW�WR�VHH�WKH�PRYLH"
Not really sure, but it was a lot! It was a good turnout. We raised 
$820! >(',725¶6�127(�,�FRXQWHG�DERXW����SHRSOH�@

Are you planning to do something like this again?  Did you 
enjoy planning the event?

Yes, I enjoyed planning the event. It was fun setting up and organizing 
it and seeing people enjoy themselves when they watched the movie.  
I’d love to do this every year!

.XGRV� WR� 0XUSK\� -DQH� IRU� RUJDQL]LQJ� WKLV�� 7KH� Wag wishes 
KHU�JRRG�OXFN�DW�:9$�DQG�LQ�VNLLQJ�WKLV�VHDVRQ��:H¶UH�ORRNLQJ�
IRUZDUG�WR�WKH�QH[W�HYHQW�VKH�RUJDQL]HV�

mailto:wvhistorybuffs@gmail.com
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-DQXDU\�LV�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�D�1HZ�<HDU��ZLWK�KRSH�IRU�D�\HDU�RI�
JRRG�KHDOWK��WKDW�OHDYHV�EHKLQG�WKH�QHHG�IRU�PDVNV�DQG�DOO�WKLQJV�
UHODWLQJ�WR�&RYLG��0D\�RXU�GD\V�EH�PHUU\�DQG�EULJKW��DQG�IRU�WKH�
QH[W�IHZ�PRQWKV�SURYLGH�RXU�PRXQWDLQ�ZLWK�VQRZ��

“Oral Histories of the Valley” Begin
'HFHPEHU����PDUNHG�WKH�GDWH�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�RI¿FLDO�LQWHUYLHZ�IRU�
RXU�³2UDO�+LVWRULHV�RI�WKH�9DOOH\´�SURMHFW��7KH�SURMHFW�LV�LQ�WKH�
YHU\�DEOH�KDQGV�RI�PHPEHU�+DUYH\�*HUWHO��+DUYH\�LV�ZRUNLQJ�
ZLWK�VWXGHQWV�DQG�WKHLU�WHDFKHU�IURP�3O\PRXWK�5HJLRQDO�+LJK�
6FKRRO¶V�7HFKQRORJ\�,QWHJUDWLRQ�DQG�0HGLD�$UWV�'HSDUWPHQW��
DORQJ�ZLWK�6\GQH\��RXU�LQWHUQ�IURP�368¶V�&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�DQG�
0HGLD�3URJUDP��7KH\�EULQJ�ZLWK�WKHP�D�ZHDOWK�RI�H[SHULHQFH�
DQG�H[SHUWLVH��

7KH�¿UVW�LQWHUYLHZ�ZDV�FRQGXFWHG�LQ�WKH�KLJK�VFKRRO¶V�VRXQG�
VWXGLR�� 2XU� ¿UVW� LQWHUYLHZHH�� %UXFH� ³%HDU´� $QGUHZ�� ZDV�
YHU\�DFWLYH� LQ� WKH�9DOOH\� IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV�DQG�VKDUHG�ZLWK�XV�
UHFROOHFWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�WRZQ¶V�PRUH�UHFHQW�KLVWRU\��,�SHUVRQDOO\�
FDQ¶W�ZDLW�WR�KHDU�VWRULHV�OLNH�WKH�RQH�DERXW�WKH�³<DFKW�&OXE´�
WKDW�H[LVWHG�EHIRUH�ZH�HYHQ�KDG�D�SRQG��7KH�³/LWWOH�7RZQ�DW�
WKH�(QG�RI�WKH�5RDG´�KDV�DOZD\V�DWWUDFWHG�LWV�VKDUH�RI�TXLUN\�
LQGLYLGXDOV��,�WKLQN�WKLV�LV�VWLOO�WUXH�WRGD\��,W�WDNHV�D�GLIIHUHQW�
NLQG�RI�SHUVRQ�WR�PRYH�WR�D�WRZQ�ZLWK�DQ����PLOH�GULYHZD\��
2XU� WRZQVSHRSOH�� ERWK� SDVW� DQG� SUHVHQW�� FRPH� IURP� PDQ\�
ZDONV�RI� OLIH�DQG�EULQJ�ZLWK� WKHP� WKHLU�XQLTXH�SHUVSHFWLYHV��
7KH�RQH� FRPPRQ� WKUHDG� IRXQG� LQ� DOO� RI� XV� LV� D� ORYH�RI� WKLV�
9DOOH\�� DQG� DQ� DSSUHFLDWLRQ� IRU� LWV� LQFUHGLEOH� EHDXW\��:H� DOO�
VKDUH� WKH�GHVLUH� WR�SURWHFW� LW��7KH�PRUH�\RX�NQRZ�DERXW� WKH�
9DOOH\¶V� KLVWRU\�� WKH� PRUH� \RX� FRPH� WR� VHH� WKH� VLPLODULWLHV�
EHWZHHQ� WKH� WRZQ¶V� SDVW� UHVLGHQWV� DQG� WKRVH� ZKR� FXUUHQWO\�
UHVLGH� LQ�RXU�9DOOH\��:H� ORRN�IRUZDUG� WR�VKDULQJ�RXU�KLVWRU\�
ZLWK�\RX�WKURXJK�RXU�KLVWRULFDO�YLGHRV��

New Exhibit in Progress
/RRN�IRU� WKH�81'(5�&216758&7,21�VLJQ�LQ�RXU�³/LWWOH�
0XVHXP�DW� WKH�(QG�RI� WKH�5RDG´�DW� WKH�HQG�RI�-DQXDU\��DQG�
WKH�XQYHLOLQJ�RI�WKH�QHZ�H[KLELW�FRXUWHV\�RI�LQWHUQ�6\GQH\�DQG�
PHPEHUV�-DQH�DQG�&\QG\���

DECEMBER’S HISTORY QUESTION
Who was Arnold Drake? When did he come to the Valley? 
What did he build in 1861, and rebuild when it burned in 
1895? What body of water is named for him?

Arnold Drake came to Waterville in 1840 and had a house and 
an orchard not far uphill from the current Waterville Valley 
welcome sign. He and his four sons stayed in Waterville. 
Drake built a sawmill in 1861, and rebuilt it when it burned 

in 1895. It operated until 1919. He was a Selectman for 10 
\HDUV��KLV�VRQ�-DPHV�VHUYHG�IRU����\HDUV��DQG�VRQ�6HWK�IRU����
years. From 1890 to 1892, all three Selectmen were Drakes: 
father Arnold, and sons James and Seth. Drake’s Brook is 
named for Arnold Drake. (Information courtesy of our own 
historian Preston Conklin)

THIS MONTH’S HISTORY QUESTIONS
Who was Samuel Dolloff? When and where did he establish 
his farm? How many years did he serve as Waterville’s 
Selectman? How many children did he have? What war 
GLG�IRXU�RI�KLV�VRQV�¿JKW�LQ"

SUMMERFALL WINTERSPRING*
Raymond W. Kucharski

$V�D�OLIH�ORQJ�1HZ�(QJODQGHU��,�OLNH�WKH�FKDQJLQJ�RI�WKH�VHDVRQV��
,�OLNH�WKH�¿UVW�ZDUP�GD\�LQ�VSULQJ�ZKHQ�,�FDQ�WDNH�P\�MDFNHW�RII��
,�OLNH�WKH�¿UVW�FRRO�GD\�LQ�IDOO�ZKHQ�,�FDQ�SXW�P\�MDFNHW�RQ��,�OLNH�
WKH�\HOORZ�ÀRZHUV�RI�VSULQJ��WKH�JUHHQ�JUDVV�RI�VXPPHU��DQG�WKH�
¿UVW�ZKLWH�VQRZ�WKDW�FRYHUV�WKH�EURZQ�1RYHPEHU�JURXQG�

,� OLNH� WKH�ZLQWHU�ZKHQ� ,�FDQ�SXW�RQ�P\�ZRRO�FRDW�DQG�PLWWHQV�
DQG� HQMR\� WKH� IUHVKO\� IDOOHQ� VQRZ�� ,� VSHQW� VHYHUDO� VQRZOHVV�
ZLQWHUV� DZD\� IURP�1HZ�(QJODQG��0\�¿UVW� VQRZOHVV� \HDU�ZDV�
LQ� WKH�1DY\�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�VWDWLRQHG�DW�3HDUO�+DUERU��+DZDLL�� IRU�
WZR�ZLQWHUV��7KH�ZHDWKHU�ZDV�EHDXWLIXO�\HDU�URXQG��ZLWK�WURSLFDO�
WUDGH�ZLQGV�DQG�WHPSHUDWXUHV�LQ�WKH�ORZ�HLJKWLHV��6DQWD�DUULYLQJ�
RQ�D�VXUIERDUG�DQG�7KDQNVJLYLQJ�DQG�&KULVWPDV�LQ�DQ�$ORKD�VKLUW�
MXVW�GLGQ¶W�VHHP�ULJKW��

,�VSHQW�DQRWKHU�ZLQWHU�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WKH�UH�GHVLJQ�RI�WKH�%DWK\VFDSKH�
7ULHVWH�,,��DW�0DUH�,VODQG�1DYDO�6KLS\DUG�LQ�9DOOHMR��&DOLIRUQLD��
:KHQ�,�DUULYHG��WKH�KLOOV�ZHUH�WKH�XVXDO�&DOLIRUQLD�EURZQ��:KHQ�
WKH� UDLQ\� VHDVRQ� EHJDQ� LQ� WKH�2FWREHU�� WKH� KLOOV� EHJDQ� WXUQLQJ�
*5((1�²�JRLQJ�LQ�WKH�ZURQJ�GLUHFWLRQ��,�WKRXJKW��

7R�¿OO�P\�WLPH�LQ�WKH�VQRZOHVV�%D\�$UHD��,�HVWDEOLVKHG�D�VWDEOH�
RI� UDFLQJ� WXUWOHV�� ,� IHG�P\� WKRURXJKEUHGV� D� VSHFLDO� UDFLQJ� GLHW�
DQG�JDYH�P\�UDFLQJ� WXUWOHV�GDLO\�ZRUN�RXWV�� ,� UDFHG�P\� WXUWOHV�
DW� =DFN¶V�E\�WKH�%D\� 5HVWDXUDQW� DQG� %DU� LQ� 6DXVDOLWR�� =DFN¶V�
KRVWHG�7XUWOH�5DFHV� HYHU\�:HGQHVGD\�� DQG� DOZD\V� GUHZ� D� ELJ�
FURZG�RQ�UDFH�GD\��7KH�UDFHWUDFN�KDG�WZR�FRQFHQWULF�FLUFOHV��D�
UHG� LQQHU� VWDUWLQJ� JDWH� DQG� DQ� RXWHU� ¿QLVKLQJ� OLQH�� 7KH� WXUWOHV�
ZHUH�SODFHG�LQ�WKH�UHG�VWDUWLQJ�FLUFOH��WKH�ZKLVWOH�EOHZ��DQG�WKH�
WXUWOHV�ZRXOG�UDFH�WR�WKH�¿QLVK�OLQH�ZLWK�WKH�FURZG�ORXGO\�FKHHUHG�
WKHP�RQ��,�GRQ¶W�UHPHPEHU�ZLQQLQJ�²�EXW�,�GR�UHPHPEHU�KDYLQJ�
IXQ�GXULQJ�DQRWKHU�VQRZOHVV�ZLQWHU��

*Howdy Doody fans will understand this reference
 
� � � � ²([FHUSW�IURP
    —Chronicling My Life
    —����������
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Progress Through Partnerships
2YHU�WKH�\HDUV�,�KDYH�IRXQG�WKDW�\RX�GR�QRW�KDYH�WR�EH�DQ�H[SHUW�
LQ� DOO� ¿HOGV�� UDWKHU�� VXUURXQG� \RXUVHOI� ZLWK� H[SHUWV� DQG� GUDZ�
from their knowledge. The Society is taking this lesson to heart 
by reaching out to the community and forming partnerships. To 
GDWH�� ZH� DUH�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK� VWXGHQWV� DQG� IDFXOW\� IURP� 3O\PRXWK�
5HJLRQDO�+LJK�6FKRRO� DQG�3O\PRXWK�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��7KH� QHZ�
UHODWLRQVKLSV�DUH�PXWXDOO\�EHQH¿FLDO��WKH�6RFLHW\�LV�DEOH�WR�OHDUQ�
IURP� WKH� H[SHULHQFH� DQG� H[SHUWLVH� RI� WKH� VWXGHQWV�� DQG� ZH�� LQ�
return, give students the opportunity to apply their skills to real life 
projects. We are very pleased to be working with our new partners. 

Keene State Intern to Assist with
Archive Organization
,Q�'HFHPEHU�� ,�ZDV� FRQWDFWHG� E\�5LFN�.LSSKXW�� 5LFN� LV� D� VWXGHQW�
LQ�.HHQH�6WDWH�&ROOHJH¶V�$PHULFDQ�+LVWRU\�DQG�$UFKLYHV�*UDGXDWH�
&HUWL¿FDWH� 3URJUDP�� 5LFN� FXUUHQWO\� ZRUNV� DW� 3O\PRXWK� 6WDWH�
University in the technical services department of Lamson Library. 
+H� KROGV� DQ� 0%$� IURP� 4XLQQLSLDF� 8QLYHUVLW\� DQG� D� 0DVWHUV� LQ�
+LVWRULF� 3UHVHUYDWLRQ� IURP� 3O\PRXWK� 6WDWH� 8QLYHUVLW\�� 'XULQJ� WKH�
spring semester, he will be participating in an internship under the 
VXSHUYLVLRQ� RI� .HHQH¶V� DUFKLYLVW� 5RGQH\� 2ELHQ�� 7KH� LQWHUQVKLS�
will take place at the Waterville Valley Historical Society. Rick’s 
internship will focus on accessing, arranging, describing, and 
preserving our collection, using current archival theory, methods, and 
WHFKQLFDO�H[SHUWLVH��%RDUG�PHPEHU�%HWK�*ROGVPLWK�KDV�EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�
with Rick on site and “Anne the Archivist” has provided her guidance 
remotely. We are very fortunate to have Rick working with us.

PSU Intern Creates Latest Exhibit and
Soon to Start Oral Histories Project
/RRN�IRU�RXU�QHZ�([KLELW�LQ�WKH�GLVSOD\�ZLQGRZ�WR�WKH�ULJKW�
RI�WKH�3RVW�RI¿FH��7KH�([KLELW�ZDV�FUHDWHG�E\�RXU�368�LQWHUQ��
Sydney Letters. Sydney will also be working on the oral 
histories project.  

JANUARY’S HISTORY QUESTION
Who was Samuel Dolloff? When and where did he establish 
his farm? How many years did he serve as Waterville’s 
Selectman? How many children did he have? What war did 
IRXU�RI�KLV�VRQV�¿JKW�LQ"�

In the late 1850s, Samuel Dolloff established a farm near 
Waterville’s southern boundary with Thornton. He served 22 
years as Selectman. Town voting was held in his home during 
the years around 1880. Samuel and his wife had six children, 
four sons fought in the Civil War and all returned home. One 
son built a home close to Samuel after the war, and stayed in 
Waterville until the late 1890s.

THIS MONTH’S HISTORY QUESTION
What was the value of one hundred acres of uncleared forest 
land in 1835? What were the taxes on this parcel of land? 
How much did this land sell for in 1818?
—————
Please consider joining the Society. If you are already a member, think 
about getting involved in some of the projects we are working on. All 
are welcome. You can contact us at: wvhistorybuffs@gmail.com.

OUT AND BACK 
Tyler Durham, 
Parks and Adventure
Program Manager
at WVRD
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5HJJLH�%UHHFNQHU� WVHS President

It’s hard to believe that spring is just around the corner. Where 
does the time go? Winter is usually the Society’s slow time, but 
not so this year:

Intern Making Progress Organizing Archives
Intern Rick Kipphut, from Keene State College, has been hard 
at work archiving artifacts and documents. Once everything has 
been entered into our specialized software, it will be much easier 
to access information on anything in the collection. In March, Rick 
will be participating in a workshop offered by the New Hampshire 
Historical Society on behalf of WVHS; this workshop will focus 
on creating catalog records for different types of objects. 

First Interview of Oral History Project Completed
Member Harvey Gertel, working with Plymouth Regional High 
6FKRRO� IDFXOW\� DQG� VWXGHQWV�� KDV� FRPSOHWHG� WKH� ¿UVW� LQWHUYLHZ�
for our “Oral Histories of the Valley” project. The interview was 
conducted in the school’s sound studio. The interviewee was 
Bruce ”Bear” Andrew. Topics of the interview include early days 
of skiing at Snow’s Mountain, the development of the Ski Resort, 
WKH�<DFKW�&OXE��:DWHUYLOOH¶V�¿UVW�¿UH�GHSDUWPHQW�DQG�PXFK�PRUH��
6WD\�WXQHG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�YLHZLQJ�RI�WKH�LQWHUYLHZ�

First Interview of Oral History Project Completed
Sydney Letters, our intern from PSU, did a wonderful job with 
the Winter Exhibit in our “Little Museum at the End of the 
Road.” She is eager to begin work on our oral histories project. 
Historians Brenda and Preston Conklin, hope to conduct two 
interviews, and Sydney and “crew” will be using equipment 
purchased with a grant from the New Hampshire Electric Co-
RS�WR�¿OP�DQG�HGLW�WKH�LQWHUYLHZV�

Now Available
Society Hats and Notecards are now available for sale at 
Dreams and Visions. The hats and cards feature Waterville’s 
Stone Tower, with artwork by local artist Deb Hurley.

FEBRUARY’S HISTORY QUESTION
What was the value of one hundred acres of uncleared forest 
land in 1835? What were the taxes on this parcel of land? 
How much did this land sell for in 1818?

In 1835 one hundred acres of uncleared forest land, which 
the State had sold for $5 in 1818, was valued at $40–$50, 
and average taxes that year were 47¢. Nearly half of the tax 
assessment was for the road, and an additional 27% was for 
education. Settlers in the valley were 4–5 miles north of the 
¿UVW�IDPLOLHV��VR�WKHUH�ZHUH�WZR�VFKRRO�GLVWULFWV��2QH�GLVWULFW�
had eighteen students and a school building, the other had 
six students being taught in a private home.
²�6RXUFH��:DWHUYLOOH������1RQUHVLGHQW�7D[�/LVW��*UDFH�%HDQ¶V�WRZQ�KLVWRU\.

THIS MONTH’S HISTORY QUESTION
Who gave the toast “May the Town of Waterville always 
remain at the end of the road?” Where was this toast given, 
and on what occasion?
—————
Please consider joining the Society. If you are already a member, think 
about getting involved in some of the projects we are working on. All 
are welcome. You can contact us at: wvhistorybuffs@gmail.com.
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$V�,�ZULWH��,�DP�ORRNLQJ�RXW�WKH�ZLQGRZ�RI�P\�GDXJKWHU¶V�KRPH�LQ�
VXQQ\�3XHUWR�5LFR��ZKHUH�WKH\�HQMR\�SHUSHWXDO�VXPPHU��DFFHQWHG�
ZLWK�D�VHULHV�RI�VKRUW�GDLO\�UDLQ�VKRZHUV��1RW�VR�LQ�RXU�RZQ�OLWWOH�
9DOOH\��:KHQ�,�UHWXUQ�LQ�$SULO��,�H[SHFW�WKH�VQRZ��LI�DQ\��ZLOO�EH�
melting, the streams will be running full force, lots of green stuff 
ZLOO�EH�SRNLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�JURXQG��DQG�WKRVH�GDUQHG�EODFN�ÀLHV�
ZLOO�EH�JHWWLQJ�UHDG\�WR�HPHUJH�IURP�ZKHUHYHU�LW�LV�WKH\�HPHUJH�
from [EDITOR’S NOTE:�2RR��2RR��,�NQRZ�WKLV�RQH��%ODFN�ÀLHV�
breed in clear streams, especially the outlets of ponds and lakes, 
which we have in abundance here in Waterville Valley. Sorry.]. 
7KDW�VDLG��,�UHDOO\�GR�HQMR\�WKH�IRXU�VHDVRQV�

Oral Histories Continue:
7KH� 6RFLHW\� LV� FRQWLQXLQJ� ZRUN� RQ� RXU� ³2UDO� +LVWRULHV� RI� WKH�
9DOOH\´�SURMHFW��2XU�VHFRQG�YLGHR��WKDQNV�WR�WKH�OLEUDU\�WUXVWHHV��
ZDV�¿OPHG�DW�WKH�KLVWRULF�2VFHROD�/LEUDU\��ZLWK�LQWHUYLHZHHV�7RGG�
DQG�&\QWKLD�%DOGZLQ��7KH�%DOGZLQV�VKDUHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�
HDUO\�GD\V�RI�WKH�UHVRUW��WKH�LQQV�WKDW�VSUXQJ�XS�DIWHU�WKH�:DWHUYLOOH�
,QQ�EXUQHG�WR�WKH�JURXQG�LQ�������DQG�OLIH�LQ�WKH�9DOOH\�EHJLQQLQJ�
in the mid 1960s. They both spoke fondly of their days here in 
WKH�9DOOH\��1R� LQWHUYLHZ�RI� WKLV� WLPH�SHULRG�ZRXOG�EH� FRPSOHWH�
ZLWKRXW�PHQWLRQ�RI�WKH�LQIDPRXV�<DFKW�&OXE��$QRWKHU�OLWWOH�NQRZQ�
IDFW�ZDV�UHYHDOHG�GXULQJ�WKH�LQWHUYLHZ��:DWHUYLOOH�9DOOH\��DOWKRXJK�
landlocked, had a lighthouse. What has become of the lighthouse 
DQG� KRZ�PDQ\� VKLSV� KDYH� EHHQ� VFXWWOHG� VLQFH� LWV� DEVHQFH"�7KH�
+LVWRULFDO�6RFLHW\�ZLOO�GLJ�GHHS�WR�XQFRYHU�DQG�VKDUH�\HW�DQRWKHU�
SLHFH�RI�:DWHUYLOOH�9DOOH\¶V�KLGGHQ�KLVWRU\�ZLWK�\RX�

On the Horizon:
7KH� ¿UVW� ZHHN� LQ� $SULO� ZLOO� ¿QG� RXU� ³/LWWOH� 0XVHXP´� XQGHU�
construction. Look for our 6SULQJ�([KLELW soon after. 

We are planning another %ORRG� 'ULYH�� GDWH� DQG� SODFH� WR� EH�
announced.

7UROOH\� 7RXUV will begin soon after the Trolley comes out of 
KLEHUQDWLRQ��,I�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�EHFRPH�D�*XLGH��ZH�KDYH�D�VKLUW�
DQG�KDW�LQ�\RXU�VL]H�

2XU�³2UDO�+LVWRULHV´�SURMHFW will continue as long as there is 
KLVWRU\�WR�H[SORUH�DQG�VWRULHV�WR�EH�WROG��,I�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�ZRUN�
with the “crew” please let us know.

$W� 7RZQ� 0HHWLQJ� ,� WDONHG� EULHÀ\� DERXW� D�:DWHUYLOOH� 9DOOH\�
Museum��SOHDVH�UHDFK�RXW�WR�XV�ZLWK�\RXU�WKRXJKWV��7KLV�³'UHDP�
0XVHXP´��LI�EXLOW��ZRXOG�EH�E\�WKH�SHRSOH�DQG�IRU�WKH�SHRSOH��LQ�
other words, there will be no Museum without your support and 
LQSXW��&RQWDFW�XV�DW�ZYKLVWRU\EXIIV#JPDLO�FRP�

MARCH’S HISTORY QUESTION
:KR� JDYH� WKH� WRDVW� ³0D\� WKH� 7RZQ� RI�:DWHUYLOOH� DOZD\V�
UHPDLQ�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�URDG�´�:KHUH�ZDV�WKH�WRDVW�JLYHQ��
DQG�RQ�ZKDW�RFFDVLRQ"�

Judge Harry Fabyan, an early resident of Waterville gave 
the toast at the 100th birthday celebration of the town at 
the Waterville Inn in 1929. (The answer was taken from, 
The Town at The End Of The Road: A History Of Waterville 
Valley, by Grace H. Bean).

THIS MONTH’S HISTORY QUESTION
:KDW�LPSRUWDQW�HYHQW�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�FURVV�FRXQWU\�VNLLQJ�
KDSSHQHG�LQ�:DWHUYLOOH�9DOOH\�IURP�-DQXDU\����WR�)HEUXDU\�
�������"

—————
Please consider joining the Society. If you are already a member, think 
about getting involved in some of the projects we are working on. All 
are welcome. You can contact us at: wvhistorybuffs@gmail.com.

 

³6SULQJ�VKRZV�ZKDW�*RG�FDQ�GR�
ZLWK�D�GUDE�DQG�GLUW\�ZRUOG�´

- Virgil A. Kraft.

www.wvwigwag.com
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$V�WKH�VD\LQJ�JRHV�³WLPH�PDUFKHV�RQ´�IRU�PH��WLPH�VHHPV�WR�EH�
UDFLQJ�E\��ZLWK�PH�UXQQLQJ�EHKLQG��D�UHPLQGHU�WKDW��³WLPH�ZDLWV�
IRU�QR�RQH´��2K�ZHOO«

Spring Exhibit
2XU�QHZ�([KLELW� LV�FRPSOHWH��0DQ\�WKDQNV� WR�RXU�3O\PRXWK�
6WDWH� 8QLYHUVLW\� LQWHUQ� 6\GQH\� /HWWHUV� IRU� GHVLJQLQJ� DQG�
EXLOGLQJ� WKH� H[KLELW�� DQG� WR� 1DW� 6FULPVKDZ� IRU� WKH� ORDQ� RI�
³&XULRXV�*HRUJH´�PHPRUDELOLD�IURP�KLV�SHUVRQDO�FROOHFWLRQ��
7KH� H[KLELW� IHDWXUHV� VHYHUDO� LWHPV� IURP� RXU� FROOHFWLRQ��
UHPLQGLQJ�XV�RI�WKH�ZRQGHUIXO�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�RXU�9DOOH\�DIIRUGV�
XV�IRU�RXWGRRU�DFWLYLWLHV�WKLV�WLPH�RI�\HDU��<RX�FDQ�DOVR�OHDUQ�
DERXW�0DUJDUHW�DQG�+�$��5H\��WKH�FUHDWRUV�RI�&XULRXV�*HRUJH��
7KH�5H\V�ZHUH�VXPPHU�UHVLGHQWV�RI�:DWHUYLOOH��ZKHUH�WKH\�GLG�
PXFK�RI�WKHLU�ZULWLQJ��7KHLU�³FRWWDJH´�LV�QRZ�KRPH�WR�WKH�5H\�
&HQWHU��2XU�³/LWWOH�0XVHXP´�LV�ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�GLVSOD\�ZLQGRZ�
WR�WKH�ULJKW�RI�WKH�3RVW�2I¿FH��6WRS�E\�DQG�WDNH�D�ORRN��

Oral History Update
,Q�'HFHPEHU� WKH�6RFLHW\�DVNHG�1RUWKZD\�%DQN� WR�EH�D�VSRQVRU�
RI�RXU�³2UDO�+LVWRULHV�RI�WKH�9DOOH\´�SURMHFW��,�DP�KDSS\�WR�UHSRUW�
WKDW�ZH�UHFHLYHG�D�FKHFN�IRU�������ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�XVHG�WRZDUGV�WKH�
SXUFKDVH�RI�D�SURMHFWRU��7KDQN�\RX��1RUWKZD\�

Lighthouse Update
/DVW�PRQWK�,�PHQWLRQHG�WKH�:DWHUYLOOH�9DOOH\�<DFKW�&OXE�DQG�WKH�
LQIDPRXV� OLJKWKRXVH��7KDQNV� WR�%UXFH� ³%HDU´�$QGUHZ��ZH�KDYH�
D�SKRWR�RI� WKH�:DWHUYLOOH�9DOOH\�/LJKWKRXVH�� ,W�ZDV� WDNHQ�DW� WKH�
GHGLFDWLRQ�RI�&RUFRUDQ�3RQG��&DQ�\RX�LGHQWLI\�WKH�VDLORUV"

Trolley Tours
7KH�WUROOH\�LV�FRPLQJ�RXW�RI�KLEHUQDWLRQ�DQG�RXU�+LVWRULFDO�7UROOH\�
7RXUV�ZLOO�FRPPHQFH�RQ�6XQGD\��0D\����DW�������am�DQG������pm��
7RXUV�UXQ�HYHU\�6XQGD\�DQG�WDNH�DERXW�DQ�KRXU��7KH�WRXUV�DUH�IUHH�
ZLWK�QR�UHVHUYDWLRQV�UHTXLUHG���

Requests
:H� DUH� LQ� QHHG� RI� D� IHZ� LQGLYLGXDOV� ZKR� ZRXOG� OLNH� WR� DFW� DV�
JXLGHV� RQ�RXU�7UROOH\�7RXUV��7KH� FRPPLWPHQW� LV� VPDOO�� DQG�ZH�
ZLOO�WUDLQ�\RX��7RXUV�UXQ�HYHU\�6XQGD\��ODWH�6SULQJ�WKURXJK�HDUO\�
)DOO�� ,I�\RX�ZRXOG� OLNH� WR� OHDUQ�PRUH�SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�� -LP�'XQQ��
ZYKLVWRU\EXIIVPHPEHUVKLS#JPDLO�FRP�
:H�KDYH�D�FROOHFWLRQ�RI� WKH�WigWag� LQ�RXU�DUFKLYHV��7KHUH� LV�D�
JDS�LQ�HGLWLRQV�IURP�����±������,I�\RX�KDYH�DQ\�FRSLHV�IURP�WKLV�
WLPH�SHULRG�DQG�DUH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�GRQDWH�WKHP��SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�XV�DW��
ZYKLVWRU\EXIIV#JPDLO�FRP�

APRIL’S HISTORY QUESTION
What important event in the history of cross-country skiing 
happened in Waterville Valley from January 27 to February 
2, 1979?

The United States National Cross-Country Championships 
took place at Waterville from January 27 to February 2, 1979. 
Starting in August and working with the Forest Service, the 
Waterville cross-country crew made a special effort to plan 
and cut new trails for this race. (The answer was taken from 
7KH�7RZQ�DW�WKH�(QG�RI�WKH�5RDG��$�+LVWRU\�RI�:DWHUYLOOH�
9DOOH\� by Grace Bean)

THIS MONTH’S HISTORY QUESTION
Where did the name Waterville come from in 1829, and what 
was the area known as before that?

²²²²²
Please consider joining the Society. If you are already a member, think 
about getting involved in some of the projects we are working on. All 
are welcome. You can contact us at: wvhistorybuffs@gmail.com.

THE END OF NELSON PATH

8QIRUWXQDWHO\��ZH�PHDQ�³HQG´�LQ�HYHU\�VHQVH�RI�WKH�WHUP��1HOVRQ�
3DWK��WKH�VKRUW�VHFWLRQ�RI�WUDLO�WKDW�UDQ�WKURXJK�WKH�ZRRGV�EHWZHHQ�
7RZQ� 6TXDUH� DQG� %RXOGHU� 3DWK� 5RDG�� KDV� VXFFXPEHG� WR� WKH�
GHYHORSPHQW�RI�D�QHZ�SKDVH�RI�WKH�*UHHQ�3HDN�7RZQKRXVHV��7LPH�
PDUFKHV�RQ��DQG�ZH�ZHOFRPH�QHZ�QHLJKERUV��EXW�WKDW�GRHVQ¶W�VWRS�
XV�IURP�EHLQJ�D�OLWWOH�ZLVWIXO�
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