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,Q������WKH�¿UVW�VQRZ�WUDLQV�ZHQW�WR�3O\PRXWK�DQG�/LQFROQ��,Q�
1932, a route to North Conway was added, and soon skiers could 
take a snow train to Waterbury, Vermont where they would board 
D� WUROOH\� IRU� 6WRZH�� 3O\PRXWK�ZDV� D�PDMRU� GHVWLQDWLRQ�� 6NLHUV�
would head to the local areas of Frontenac or Wendy’s Hill and 
enjoy the rope tow rides to the top (no wind holds!). In 1938, 
&DQQRQ�0RXQWDLQ�DGGHG�WKH�H[FLWLQJ�RSWLRQ�RI�DQ�DHULDO�WUDPZD\��
The accompanying 1940 photo shows skiers crowding on to 
WUXFNV�DW�WKH�3O\PRXWK�WUDLQ�VWDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�ODVW�SDUW�RI�WKH�WULS��
In 1940, winter lodging became available at the Waterville Inn, 
where there was skiing on the Tecumseh trail if you didn’t mind 
FOLPELQJ�XS��)RU�WKH�QH[W�VHDVRQ��D�URSH�WRZ�ZDV�FRQVWUXFWHG�RQ�
Snows Mountain. 

Stay tuned for more news of the snow train days!
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In the late 1930s, and again 
after the war in the late 
1940s, my dad would go to 
the mountains of Vermont 
or New Hampshire via the 
snow train from Boston. 
When they got off the train, 
he and his friends would 
join other eager winter 
weekenders by hopping on 
D� ÀDWEHG� WUXFN�� D� WUROOH\�� RU�
a bus to be transported to a 
nearby ski area. Sometimes 
they would stay overnight 
at an inn, but if they went to 
New Hampshire, they would 
just make a long day of it, 
taking the early morning 
Sunday train and returning 
to the city at night.  

%RVWRQ� DQG�0DLQH�5DLOURDG� LQWURGXFHG� WKH�¿UVW� VQRZ� WUDLQV� LQ�
response to lobbying by the AMC. The railroad was skeptical, 
DJUHHLQJ� WR� WKH� URXWHV� RQO\� DV� DQ� H[SHULPHQW�� EXW� WKH\� ZHUH�
immediately popular and soon became part of a regular 
schedule. The Boston newspapers would publish snow condition 
information on Fridays, in time for travelers to decide where 
to head on Saturday or Sunday. The New Hampshire routes 
would alternate, depending on the reported snow conditions 
each week. By 1940, the railroad published lengthy brochures 
announcing the many travel options, places to stay, where to buy 
or rent equipment, and how to have fun on the ride. Brochures 
ZHUH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�SKRWRV�RI�KDSS\�VNLHUV�KDYLQJ�VLQJDORQJV�LQ�WKH�
luggage car and advertisements for inns, ski areas, and the latest 
designs in skis and boots.


